
Trip to Southwest Virginia

Summer 2018



Where the

“Virginia to Missouri Wilkinsons”

     began…..

Virginia 2018



Glen and Noel started the Wilkinson Family Tree.

Pearl nourished it for years.

All of their work made adding to the tree easier.  

Thank you to them for planting the tree.



Glen and Noel researched James Stanley’s family.

I don’t know the details of how they did it without 
Ancestry.com or the internet, but they were able 
to document his children and their families as well 
as his brothers and sister.

We have James Stanley’s parents names and 
estimate birth and death dates but not much 
more.



Thomas and Martha had
4 Sons
9 Daughters
6 Daughter-In-Laws
9 Son-In-Laws
96+ Grandchildren



What did I hope to find and wanted to see in Virginia?

• Where James Stanley was born, grew up, got married 
           and raised most of his family.

• Where Thomas and Martha Wilkinson lived and died

• More about Thomas and Martha came from and 
            who were their parents.



Let’s start with where they lived?



Southwest 
Virginia

North Carolina

Kentucky

WestVA
VA

Tennessee

Maryland

Where they lived



Thomas and Martha were born about 1770.

This is what Virginia looked like in 1772.  
That’s 4 years before the Revolutionary War.



Hillsville

Today the area 
where they lived in is 
Carroll County.



Appalachian Mountains
Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley

Blue Ridge Highlands-Plateau



What’s Southwest Virginia like?

It’s beautiful!



Southwest Virginia



Southwest Virginia



Southwest Virginia



Southwest Virginia



Southwest Virginia



What’s there?

Beautiful and Interesting Land!



North

Charlottesville VA

Roanoke VA

Hillsville 
VA

Asheville NC

The Blue Ridge Parkway



Blue Ridge  Parkway



Blue Ridge  Parkway
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Where  do we go first?

Hillsville?

Carroll County?

Grayson County?

Courthouse?

Library?

Pizza Shop?



The Pizza Shop won !!!

It was on the main street of Hillsville.



Hillsville, 
Carroll County,

Virginia



Hillsville, 
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Hillsville, 
Carroll County,
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Hillsville, Carroll County, Virginia



Hillsville is Carroll County’s county seat.

It was built between 1870 and 1875, and is a two-story brick building with a gable roof.



Hillsville, 
Carroll County,
Virginia



Hale, 
Wilkinson, 

Carter House
Hillsville , Carroll County, Virginia



The House is in the middle of town 
next to the old courthouse.  

It plays a large part in the tourism 
for Hillsville and Carroll County.



Hale, Wilkinson, Carter House
What is today “The Hale-Wilkinson-Carter Home” was built by Captain Fielden Lewis Hale as a 
thirteen-room three-story home in 1845. The original home was a brick home with four chimneys 
made in the Federalist style. The Hales were among the wealthiest families in Carroll County 
which was carved out of Grayson County in 1842. The home is on the highest hill in Hillsville, 
Virginia and was built on the Wytheville Pike which was the only North-South route through the 
mountain gap at the time it was built.

Before  1924



Thomas and Martha Wilkinson

William Wilkinson ( Son) married  Christenia Lyon

James Walker Wilkinson (Grandson) 
              married Lillian Reeves

Mayetta Wilkinson (Great Granddaughter) 
                 married George L Carter

James Walker Carter (Great-Great Grandson) 
                 married Margaret Woolfolk

Robert Garland Wilkinson was James Walker Wilkinson’s nephew.

In 1864 the home was purchased by James 
Walker Wilkinson, whose daughter, Mayetta, 
married George Lafayette Carter. The Carters 
lived in the home following James’ death in 1914. 
The Carters added significant additions to the 
home in 1924 to make it a 34 room five-story 
home.  

About  1904



After Mayetta died in 1957, the house was sold to Carroll County, and was used for 
governmental offices until the new Governmental Complex was completed in 2000. 

Mayetta’s son, James Walker Carter, sold everything inside the house.



In 2001, the house became a community project under the supervision of the Hale-Wilkinson-
Carter Home Foundation which has been a 501(c)3 organization. The county was able to secure 
two grants totaling $248,000 to start the restoration process on the home. 
Many repairs have been completed and  donated furnishings have created a  beautiful museum. 
But much more work is still to be done to complete the restoration project.





There was even an elevator.



On January 19, 2010, two members of the 
Foundation met with the county administrator to 
discuss the conditions of the potential transfer of the 
Hale-Wilkinson-Carter Home to the Foundation. 

Shortly afterward, the Board of Supervisors gave 
their approval for the transfer of the home during a 
public hearing held at Carroll County High School on 
March 8, 2010. The Home, located on .557 acres in 
historic downtown Hillsville, was deeded to the 
Foundation from Carroll County on 
April 5, 2010.



What brought Thomas and Martha 
to southwest Virginia and 
what was it like when they
were raising their family?



In the late 1700’s it was probably for land.

Thomas and Martha were born around
the time of the Revolutionary War.

After the war more American families
were moving west. 

Southwest Virginia is acceptable for agriculture.



VA

NC



Carroll County
Virginia
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Virginia



Carroll County
Virginia



Where do I go now?



Numerous stories in the Original Family Tree by Noel and 
Glen and Ancestry.com mentioned the Martha being 
buried in the Wilkinson and Fanning Cemetery with a 
description on Route 635 (Old Hebron Road) and north of 
Route 849

John Alderman’s book also mentioned that Thomas had 
purchased land from John Fanning.

With the help of Goggle Maps I had an idea of where we 
were going.



Old Hebron Road and Route 849

Route 849
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Hillsville

Carroll 

County

Area of interest



Carroll County 
Genealogy Club



Hillsville’s Cemeteries

The Carroll County Historical Society Cemetery Records



Back to Google Maps to check this out for myself



I found a website for farm real estate that 
showed the current farms.

“Raised on 
the banks of 
Chestnut 
Creek.”



Vannoy Family Farm

James Chappell

Harvey  Bishop
Harvey  Bishop

Michael
 Phillips

PATTON, 
WILLIAM JUSTIN; 
CALDWELL, BLACKBURN ERIN

Roland Lineberry

Roland
 Lineberry

Then I added the names of the current owners.



Now I need to contact the man at the Carroll County 
Genealogy Club who did the research for the map.

 Then try to contact the landowner of the land where 
the cemetery is located.

I think I am seeing another trip to Virginia in my 
future.



Another Cemetery

Laura Jane Carter Wilkinson Robert G Wilkinson

Ruth Evalyn WilkinsonLaura P Wilkinson

Stephen Ellis Wilkinson



Hillsville, 
Carroll County,
Virginia



Want to see what we found?



Sulfur Springs,  
Carroll County,
Virginia
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Sulfur Springs, Carroll County, Virginia



Sulfur Springs,  Carroll County, Virginia



Sulfur Springs, Carroll County, Virginia



Sulfur Springs,  Carroll County, Virginia



Sulfur Springs, Carroll County, Virginia

Chestnut Creek



Carroll County Historical Society



Carroll County Historical Society



Carroll County Historical Society



Carroll County Historical Society



Carroll County Historical Society



Ancestor  Research

Wilkinson
Wilkenson
Wilkerson
Wilkison

Judith Stanley or Stanly or Sandley

Dishon



One of the best sources on the early days of Carroll County is

The Settlements : A History of the First Fifty Years of Carroll County, Virginia

By John P Alderman, an old attorney in Hillsville

His book is considered a great 

source for genealogy.  

Thomas Wilkinson
Abt 1770 to Abt 1845



Wilkinson Family 
Timeline 

During Thomas and 
Martha’s lives Virginia was 
changing quickly.

We have been talking
about Carroll County
but actually the area where 
they lived most of their lives 
was Grayson County and 
possibly if they were born 
there it was Wythe County.



(from Grayson)

Independence

Christiansburg

Fort Chiswell then

Crl

The first Grayson County Courthouse 
was located in Greenville (now 
known as Old Town), east of the 
present-day county seat of 
Independence. 

Grayson County History starts in 1793



Grayson County History

1838 courthouse several years ago
 and today after renovation.

This first brick courthouse is still standing in Old Town and is a private 
residence.

The Old Grayson County Courthouse was built in 1834, and consists of a two-
story central block with flanking two-story wings and a one-story addition on 
the rear north side which was built in the 1870s and expanded in 1988. 



Hillsville

Greenville
(Now Old Town)

Independence

Galax

Thomas owned a ½ acre lot in Greenville and 140 acres in Sulfur Springs

Sulfur 
Springs



Grayson County History

1908 Courthouse in Independence

In 1850 the county seat moved to its present location in Independence. 

The building served as the county courthouse for Grayson County from 1908, when it was built, 
until 1979 when the county government moved into the new courthouse.  It is the second 
courthouse to be built on this spot and the third courthouse overall in the history of the county.

New Courthouse opened in 1979



Grayson County History

Grayson Sulfur Springs Resort 1835



Ancestor  Research

Wilkinson
Wilkenson
Wilkerson
Wilkison

Judith Stanley or Stanly or Sandley

Dishon



My biggest objective is finding a way through the Thomas brick wall

I’ll use the records that have been found to look for 
related  information to take me to more records and ancestors.



My Family Tree Maker page for Thomas



Tax Records for Thomas in Grayson Co

Taxes



Excellent website “New River Notes”





Tax Information from website “New River Notes?



Thomas’ property in Grayson Co



Receipt for 
Thomas’ 
purchase 
of the ½ 
acre lot in 
Greenville 
in 1816



1815 land maps for the area of the 140 acre farm.  
Thomas purchased the farm about 1816 from John Fanning.

Wilkinson /Fanning 
Cemetery



Free white males 
Under 10         1    John Watson
10-16                2     James and Martin
16-26                1     William
45 and over     1     Thomas

Free white females 
Under 10         3   Judith, Priscilla and Rebecca  
10-16                1    Mahala and Matilda
16-26                2    Martha and Elizabeth
45 and over     1     Martha Patsy

They have the farm and 
the land in Greenville (now Old Town)

1820 Census 

for Grayson Co



Free white males 
20-30               1     John Watson
50-60               1     Thomas

Free white females 
5- 10                  1  Sally
10-15                 1   Rebecca
15-20                 2 Priscilla and Matilda

                 Where’s Martha

They have willed the farm to William and 
sold the land in Greenville (now Old Town)
Probably living on the farm with William

1830 Census 

for Grayson Co

We show Martha died in 1844?

Thomas



In-law Ancestor  Research

CrawfordLyon

Lineberry Dishon Leonard

FannonWard South Moore Thomas



Ancestor  Research

Maybe both

Virginia or North Carolina?

Maybe Maryland, 
Pennsylvania or 

Rhode Island



Ancestor  Research

Mary Polly married John Dishon from North Carolina

Elizabeth married Francis Lineberry from North Carolina

Martha Patsy married Obadiah Leonard from North Carolina

William married Christenia Lyon from North Carolina

James Stanley  married Mary Burgess Lyon from North Carolina

Martin married Lurana Lineberry from North Carolina

Judith married Stephen Lyon from North Carolina

Priscilla married William Stephen Lyon from North Carolina



Virginia Counties

Carroll
Grayson

Wythe

Patrick

Floyd

Pulaski

Smyth

Montgomery

Giles

BlandTazewell

Botetourt

Henry



North Carolina Counties

Guiliford

Ashe Surry

Ran
dolph

Mont
gom
ery

Caswell

Carroll Co VA

Yadkin

Stanly

ForsythWilkes

Rowan

Alex
ander

Iredell

Allleghany
Rocking
ham

Stokes

Orange

Iredell



Virginia

Henry

North 
Carolina

Tennessee

West Virginia

Where our ancestors and in-laws lived



Ancestor  Research

Find Judith Stanley or Stanly or Sandley

Martha Segar is the real mystery 
and another brick wall.

   



The only clues I have …..
Martha and Thomas’ daughter, Judith said she was 
named after her grandmother, Judith Stanley or Stanly or 
Sandley and she came from England.

One problem, I don’t know it that was Martha’s mother 
or Thomas’ mother.

The only Segars and Stanleys I have found were 
in eastern Virginia.  They moved to North Carolina and 
some later to Virginia.  They were Quakers.

I have found a lot of Stanleys in southwest 
Virginia.  More looking to be done.



Ancestor  Research

Wilkinson
Wilkenson
Wilkerson
Wilkison

A new clue I stumbled upon.



As I was “cleaning up” the file for Mayette Wilkinson 
Carter  I was working on William (her grandfather).

William had another son, Thomas Charles, who had
a son, James Anderson.

I was looking up James and found what I thought was an 
obituary on the Find A Grave website

Thomas and Martha
 Son William Wilkinson
  Grandson James Walker Wilkinson
   Great-Granddaughter Mayetta Wilkinson Carter
  Grandson Thomas Charles Wilkinson
   Great-Grandson James Anderson Wilkinson



Son of Thomas Charles
Grandson of William
Great-Grandson of Thomas and Martha

Must be incorrect.  
Probably should be 1652



I found a copy of the book (now an e-book) they reference 
but haven't had time to read all 610 pages



But I’ve read most of the book 
that follows descendants to 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, New 
York and the western states.
     

Still looking.
Not The End!
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